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I. AMENDMENTS 

In the specification: 

Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 13, line 22 as follows: 

~ Different zinc finger proteins can be used preassociated or can be used separately in which 
case they associated in situ. Often zinc finger proteins linked to dimerizing peptides of the invention 
remain dissociated in solution, and dimerized only on binding to DNA. Such is advantageous in 
promoting dimerization between two different zinc finger proteins linked to the dimerizing peptides 
relative to homodimerization of the two copies of the same zinc finger protein. For example, if a 
target sequence contains adjacent sites for two different zinc finger proteins, both zinc finger proteins 
can bind simultaneously to the target sequence, and then dimerize with each other mediated by the 
linked dimerizing peptide. By contrast, two copies of the same zinc finger cannot usually bind 
adjacent to each other on the same target sequence (unless by coincidence the target contains an 
inverted repeat of the target site for that zinc finger). Accordingly, multiple copies of the same zinc 
finger do not typically homodimerize with each other unless the target is designed or selected 
specifically so that such dimerization should occur. For in vivo applications, zinc finger proteins and 
linked dimerizing peptides are typically administered indirectly by contacting cells or organisms with 
an expression vector encoding one or more zinc finger proteins and linked dimerizing peptides. The 
expression vector is introduced into the cell and expresses the one or more zinc finger proteins and 
linked dimerizing peptides within the cell. For in vitro applications, such as diagnostics, associated 
zinc finger proteins are typically used directly in the protein form. In both in vivo and in vitro 
applications, use of nonnaturally occurring peptides to mediate dimerization offers the advantage 
relative to natural dimerizing peptides, such as fos and jun, in that nonnatural peptides are unlikely to 
crossreact with natural proteins within a cell.-- 
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